TABLING OF DRAFT BUDGET 2010/2013 AT COUNCIL MEETING

EXECUTIVE MAYOR, CLLR SZ MJILA

WEDNESDAY, 31 MARCH 2010

SIYANDA COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Speaker, Councillors, Municipal Manager, Senior Management, Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentleman

It is my privilege to present to the Council the Annual Draft Budget 2010/2013 and the Draft Integrated Development Plan. The budget and IDP are tools that assist us in accelerating the pace of service delivery. The Key priority of the Siyanda District Municipality is to deliver effective, affordable and sustainable quality services to the people hence our vision is centred around delivering basic services for all. 

Today’s Council meeting is not just about budgetary matters or about adopting and accepting a draft budget for 2010/2011. Today marks a significant day in the lives of our people.

I say this because the decisions we take today will either alleviate the plight of many people in our community living in adverse circumstances or if we respond negatively to what is recommended through our budget, we may worsen the plight of our people, either way Council needs to take cognisance of the fact that the budget speech does not speak to finances and processes, it speaks to people and the impact our decisions will have on their lives. 
We present this budget just a year before the third democratic municipal elections and even though no date has been proclaimed yet we are aware that these elections will afford our people the opportunity to exercise their democratic right to vote for their public representatives. 

Integrated Development Plan

The Integrated Development Plan aims to address the social development of our communities. We have thoroughly involved all sectors of our community in the process of compiling the IDP. Both the IDP and the budget will inform the Service Delivery Implementation Plan (SDBIP). 
Annual Budget  
The total revenue for the year 2010/2011 is R88 140 535 compared to R105 396 870 of the revised budget 2009/2010. This indicates a decline of 17%, totalling R17mil. 
The total Capital Expenditure amounts to R28 181 941 

Capital expenditure makes up 32% of the total budget
The total Operating Expenditure amounts to R59 893 513. The operating expenditure amounts to 68% of the total budget. 

Honourable Speaker 
The expenditure are appropriated according to classification
· Employee costs makes up 53.19% of the operating budget and 36.17% of the total budget 

· Operating Projects financed by Siyanda: R2.4mil; makes up 4.08% of the total operating budget

· New Operating projects: External funding: R7.4mil; makes up 12.43% of operating budget. 

Speaker 

You will notice that we have included Cooperative projects such as Heritage projects and Masakhane in the budget which total R38 588 and this makes up 0.06% of the budget. I must mention that we have done away with the Mayor’s discretionary fund as National Treasury indicated that we need to be specific about all our expenditures. 

I can report that we have managed to budget successfully for:

· LED and Tourism projects including tourism awareness campaigns

· An amount of R250 000 has been budgeted for 2010 Public Viewing Areas

· A total amount of R750 000 has been budgeted for Local Economic Development and Tourism in the district. It is imperative that we market the Siyanda District Municipality as a tourist destination, but also through LED projects we will be able to create sustainable job opportunities. 

· We have budgeted for HIV/AIDS projects; Moral Regeneration Movement Projects, Youth Development and Educational Development. We are committed to the social upliftment of our society in particular to strengthen efforts to fight HIV/AIDS, establish the moral regeneration of our people and to promote positive values.  
The budget makes provision for Women and Children as the most vulnerable in our society. 

Honourable Speaker 
This is the year of working together to speed up effective service delivery to the people. This declaration calls all of us to do things differently and do them with a new sense of urgency.
We are duty bound to deliver quality basic services to the people, and to fully make 2010 a “Year of Action”. 
Let us listen to the voices of our people, let us as Council take a collective and united decision to invest in a better quality of life for all who live in Siyanda.
In conclusion it is with great pleasure that I present this Draft Budget for 2010/2013 for your consideration and adoption. 
I thank you 
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